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David Hockenbery

Luther’s Philosophical Bequest

A s we move toward the five hundredth anniversary of  
Martin Luther’s posting of  the Ninety-Five Theses, it 

is timely to investigate the influence of  Luther on European 
intellectual history, particulary on Continental philosophy. 
While there are some obvious connections between the 
development of  British philosophy and Continental phi-
losophy, the absence of  a theological reformation in Eng-
land in the sixteenth century made for a radically divergent 
path in British philosophy. On the Continent, however, the 
Reformation begun by Luther had consequences not only 
for theology but for philosophy as well.

If  it is true that more has been written by and about 
Martin Luther than any other historical figure, then surely 
there must be a great deal already written about the topic 
at hand. Apparently, though, professional philosophers and 
historians of  philosophy consider Luther but a minor fig-
ure in their field. Perhaps it is a mere oversight that the pro-
fessionals have never noticed that Leibniz, Kant, Fichte, 
Schelling, Hegel, Schleiermacher, Kierkegaard, and Nietz-
sche were all Lutheran students who formally studied some 
Lutheran theology in Lutheran seminaries at Lutheran 
universities. Almost all were the sons of  Lutheran pastors. 
This could, of  course, be sheer coincidence. But it is at least 
worth looking into the idea that Luther’s thought had more 
than a modicum of  influence on the intellectual develop-
ment of  the above-named key players in Western philo-
sophical development.

There have been some few attempts to address this ques-
tion. One of  the first to call attention to Luther’s influence 
on German philosophy after the advent of  modern phi-
losophy was the romantic poet Heinrich Heine. Writing 
in exile in France, Heine penned a disjointed, unfinished, 
and sometimes odd little gift to the French literary world 
in 1831, entitled Religion and Philosophy in Germany, for the 
purpose of  “interpreting Germany to the Frenchmen.” 
His premise was that one could not understand the Ger-
man people without knowing something of  the impact of  
Luther on German society. His book was to be a corrective 
to the prejudices of  the French against the Germans. While 
often insightful, Heine’s work was not systematic and never 
finished.

In more recent times Jaroslav Pelikan, also in exile (this 
time from Czechoslovakia, taking refuge in the United 
States), published in 1950 a tome entitled From Luther to 
Kierkegaard that emerged from his experience of  teaching in 
the philosophy department at Valparaiso University. One 
might also say of  this book that it was unfinished. While 
well versed in the history of  Lutheranism and Lutheran 
thought, Pelikan’s interest was as a theologian. His opening 
paragraph belies the authors’ admitted bias in the study, 
“Luther’s great accomplishment was not philosophical, nor 
yet theological, but evangelical.”

Aside from these two works, almost nothing has been 
devoted to the topic at hand in English. As one might 
expect, German scholars have devoted considerable atten-
tion to the intellectual history of  Lutheran thought. But 
one might also say of  these scholars, as Pelikan said of  him-
self, that their interest in Luther is primarily theological, 
religious, and evangelical rather than philosophical. One 
can cull a great deal on the topic, however, from reading 
the great German Lutheran historians of  the twentieth 
century, especially Werner Elert, Heinrich Bornkamm, and 
Gerhard Ebeling.

But let us now turn to Luther himself. To understand 
Luther, and ultimately his ideas, one must acknowledge 
two essential aspects of  his person. First, Luther was, as 
characterized by the psychoanalyst Erik Erickson, a homo 
religiosus. He was one who agonized over the question of  
human existence and who suffered with and for the suffer-
ing world around him. For Luther, this world simply did 
not make sense and human existence was indeed meaning-
less. It should be said, to correct the anachronistic potential 
here, that Luther’s concerns were religious and theological, 
not psychological.

Secondly, Luther was a person of  enormous intellect. 
There were two intellectual giants of  the early sixteenth 
century in Europe, Erasmus of  Rotterdam and Martin 
Luther. One of  the greatest errors made in attempting to 
appreciate if  not fully understand Luther is to underesti-
mate his enormous intellectual capacity. His contemporary 
enemies also made that mistake, and it was disastrous for the 
church. His references to Aristotle, that “damned” pagan, 
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and to reason, “the devil’s whore,” 
don’t mean that Luther didn’t under-
stand Aristotle. Quite the contrary.

There were three major influences 
afoot in northern Germany that had a 
profound influence on Luther’s intel-
lectual development. They were lay 
piety and mysticism, humanism, and 
scholastic nominalism.

Lay piety was a largely urban move-
ment of  an educated middle class. It 
emphasized ethical communal life 
based upon Christ’s teaching in the 
Sermon on the Mount. Its greatest 
influence was from Thomas à Kem-
pis, The Imitation of  Christ. Considering 
Luther’s view of  himself  as a sinner, 
one can imagine how remarkably 
unsuccessful he felt in imitating the 
life of  Christ. In fact, his inability to 
be like Christ, prior to and then in the 
monastery, only worsened his feelings 
of  worthlessness and meaninglessness, 
what Luther called his Anfechtungen—
anxiety, trials, despair.

On the other hand, lay piety had 
an intellectual, if  not fully philosophi-
cal, underpinning that gave substance 
to its existential way of  life. This was 
mysticism, as expressed most notably 
in Johann Tauler. Another important 
source was an anonymous work which 
Luther discovered and published in 
1516 as the German Theology, calling it 
the most important influence on him 
outside of  Scripture and Augustine. 
The students and faculty at the Uni-
versity of  Erfurt, where Luther stud-
ied as an undergraduate, were steeped 
in this late medieval German mysti-
cism. I would suggest that the underly-
ing Platonic nature of  those works had 
an intellectual influence on Luther as 
well.

Humanism, like lay piety, was a 
movement of  the urban laity. The 
focus of  humanism was on ethics 
and aesthetics. Humanists found the 
answers to their questions not in the 
theology of  the medieval church but 
in the philosophy of  the pre-Christian 
classical Greeks. In the process, they 
recovered and reconstructed virtually 
all of  the Platonic dialogues known to 
modern scholarship and much of  the 

works of  Aristotle. Of  course, discov-
ering the works of  the Greeks is one 
thing, reading them is something else. 
The humanists had to learn Greek 
and in the process became masters of  
language study and linguistics. In the 
movement known as Christian human-
ism, the study of  classical Greek nec-
essarily turned to the study of  Koine 
Greek and, finally, to the study of  Ara-
maic and Hebrew.

The Platonic influence in Christian 
humanism culminated in the “philos-
ophy of  Jesus” of  Erasmus of  Rotter-
dam. The identification of  Christ as 
the love of  God in Christian human-
ism had a major influence on Luther 
and allowed the Christian humanists 
to understand Luther’s interpretation 
of  Augustine’s views. The traditional 
view that Luther hatched the egg that 
Erasmus laid is not without merit, but 
the egg was fertilized by real philo-
sophical understanding on the part of  
Christian humanism and Luther.

The third influence on Luther 
was nominalism. When Luther went 
to Erfurt, he came under the influ-
ence of  nominalism. Nominalism was 
developed by William of  Ockham, a 
Franciscan scholar in England (1280–
1349), on the basis of  the Aristote-
lianism of  John Duns Scotus, another 
Franciscan Englishman. Nominalism, 
or the via moderna, stood against scho-
lastic realism or the via antiqua, which 
reached its culmination in the great 
synthesis of  the Dominican scholar, 
Thomas Aquinas. As Thomistic theo-
logy/philosophy became the orthodox 
norm of  the Roman church, nominal-
ism was suppressed. In the rebellious 
atmosphere of  fifteenth-century Ger-
many, it was revived by Gabriel Biel, 
holding sway at the University of  Er-
furt when Luther arrived as a student.

Underpinning Luther’s theology 
is a synthesis of  these three intellec-
tual movements of  the early sixteenth 
century. I would contend that that 
Luther’s synthesis is also a philosophi-
cal synthesis underpinning the devel-
opment of  Continental, especially 
German, philosophy.

Take, for instance, the debate 

between the realists and the nominal-
ists on the nature of  reality and episte-
mology. When there is a contradiction 
between what we know through sense 
perception and what we know through 
revelation, the scholastic realists pos-
ited that revelation accepted through 
faith is superior to knowledge gained 
from reasoning through sense percep-
tion. Scholastic realism believed that 
all apparent contradictions between 
reason and revelation could be recon-
ciled through the correct application 
of  Aristotelian logic. Neoplatonism, 
positing that reality stems from the 
participation of  individual things in 
the a priori idea, or the ultimate real-
ity, became the cornerstone of  the 

scholastic synthesis. The existent uni-
verse was ontologically necessary, part 
of  the nature of  God’s being. Things 
were what they were because they 
were part of  or participated in the 
very nature of  God and could not be 
otherwise.

Nominalism, as developed by Wil-
liam of  Ockham and then by Gabriel 
Biel, argued that we only learn through 
sense perception. Or better, the only 
things we know for sure is what we 
learn through sense perception. What 
is beyond sense perception we ought 
not to believe. For the nominalists, 
the concept of  a priori ideas cannot be 
proven, nor are they necessary. The 
only a priori idea that matters is God 
and trying to define God is impossible 
because we cannot know God in real-
ity. The only reality we can know is in 
particular things, which we know from 
sense perception. Particular things 
are what they are only because God 

It is only Christ, the 
love of  God, who gives 
meaning to individual 
existence. Everything 
else is knowable only 

through sense perception.
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wills them that way. The created uni-
verse is contingent upon God’s will. 
To speculate beyond this is to detract 
from the reality of  things and, more 
importantly, to suggest that the power 
of  God is limited.

Luther’s philosophic synthesis 
begins with the acceptance of  the 
nominalist position. God in His maj-
esty is beyond human comprehension; 
He is unknown and unknowable to 
the human’s limited sense perception 
and reason. For Luther, all we can 
know of  God is what He revealed of  
Himself  in the person of  Jesus Christ. 
Jesus, in this world, is the only way 
that we can think about God. We 
accept Christ as the love of  God in 
faith. We know Christ as portrayed 
in Scripture. This is central to Luther 
because it is only Christ, the love of  
God, who gives meaning to individual 
existence. Everything else is knowable 
only through sense perception.

With the widespread acceptance of  
this religious position in Europe, there 

are profound and immediate philo-
sophical consequences. Two are most 
profound.

First, there is the role of  civil law 
and civil authority. The revealed God, 
namely Christ, only teaches me how 
I should live in relation to my neigh-
bors, or rather, how I am to live when 
I have accepted Christ in faith. It 
says of  nothing of  how secular soci-

ety should best be organized or gov-
erned. In 1520, Luther informs the 
secular authorities of  Europe that it 
is their responsibility to establish civil 
authority. It is possible to extrapolate 
much about civil life from Christian 
teaching, but ultimately it must be a 
rational construct. Luther conceded 
that this is one thing that Aristotle was 
pretty good at, thereby opening the 
door to the true study of  Aristotle. It 
is not coincidental that Luther’s first 
assignment at the University of  Wit-
tenberg was to lecture on Aristotle’s 
Nicomachean Ethics.

Second, there is the matter of  sci-
ence. When Luther asserted that you 
can only learn about reality through 
sense perception, he sanctioned the 
development of  modern science. It 
is rarely remarked in the history of  
science that Copernicus’s On the Revo-
lution of  the Heavenly Bodies was first 
published and introduced in 1543 by 
Andreas Osiander, whom many con-
sider the first theologian of  Lutheran 
orthodoxy. While Luther personally 
thought Copernicus’s cosmology was 
wrong, he could hardly argue with 
Osiander’s position, following Luther 
himself, that it is incumbent upon us 
to understand the created universe in 
exploring the “kernel of  the nut and 
the germ of  the wheat and the mar-
row of  the bone.” This support and 
encouragement of  empirical study 
by Lutheran theology was a blessing 
to humanist scientific inquiry, already 
being scrutinized by the inquisitors of  
the Roman church.

Nominalism lived on through 
Luther; his anticipated the radical 
nominalism of  Thomas Hobbes in 
England. It was always a logical option 
for Luther that if  we can only know for 
certain what we learn through sense 
perception, perhaps the only reality is 
what we know through sense percep-
tion. Indeed, that this was a logical 
step in the nominalist argument was a 
major contributing factor in Luther’s 

continuing Anfechtungen. His table talk 
is replete with his questioning of  his 
own theology. “Who knows,” he would 
say, “if  it is true.” That also means 
Luther’s concept of  faith became a 
desperate act of  affirming individual 
meaning. If  you will, Luther’s concept 
of  faith in the context of  his continu-
ing despair more than anticipates “the 
leap of  faith” expressed in Kierke-
gaard’s later philosophy.

What enabled the emergence of  
radical nominalism was Luther’s 
destruction of  the authority of  the 
Roman church. England quickly fol-
lowed suit in eliminating the authority 
of  Rome in England, but the English 
Reformation was never truly enacted 
as a theological or religious movement. 
Thus Luther’s theology could not act 
as a restraint against the emergence 
of  radical nominalism and its ultimate 
triumph in the form of  British empiri-
cism, as it did on the Continent, where 
his theology could refute any ultimate 
conflict between science and religion 
and could ameliorate the gross mate-
rialism that must follow from the pure 
empiricist tradition.

Simply speaking, Luther’s theo-
logy could not be systematized in the 
Aristotelian sense. However, his philo-
sophic synthesis and different aspects 
of  his thought can be seen not only in 
Melanchthon, who was left to attempt 
a synthesis of  Luther’s thought, but 
in Lutheran thinkers from Leib-
niz to Nietzsche. Indeed, Luther’s 
tremendous influence on German 
thought affected non-Lutheran think-
ers as well. Further investigation into 
Luther’s impact on these thinkers 
will bear much fruit in understand-
ing these thinkers and their ideas in a  
fuller context.� LF

David Hockenbery is Professor of  
History and Humanities at Columbus 
State Community College in Colum-
bus, Ohio, where he served for twenty 
years as Dean of  Arts and Sciences.

When Luther asserted 
that you can only 
learn about reality 

through sense perception, 
he sanctioned the 

development of  modern 
science.



Spring 200960

Mrs. Dorothy M. Adam 
Danbury, CT

Rev. Bruce W. Adams 
Glengowrie, Australia

Rev. Floyd & Judy Addison Jr. 
Roanoke, VA

Rev. Ted & May Ager 
Waterville, IA

Rev. Lowell Albee, Jr. 
Princeton, IL

Rev. Ronald W. Albers 
Elm Grove, WI

Rev. Joseph F. Alutius, Jr. 
Eagle River, AK

Mr. David L. Amerman 
Barefoot Bay, FL

Rev. Cathy A. Ammlung 
Sykesville, MD

Mr. & Mrs. Clifton W. Anderson 
Charlottesville, VA

Mr. Kemp Anderson 
Ulster Park, NY

Rev. Robert L. Anderson 
Moorhead, MN

Arlyn M. Anfinrud 
Rolette, ND

Rev. Dennis C. Asp 
Columbus, OH

Rev. Donald E. Ausland 
Torrance, CA

Mr. Richard Baepler 
Valparaiso, IN

Rev. Walter Baepler 
Islip, NY

Rev. Myrwood A. Bagne 
Austin, MN

Rev. & Mrs. Paul Baranek 
Harrisburg, PA

Rev. John A. Bauer 
Colorado Springs, CO

Mrs. Johnita Baumgardner 
Jeffersonville, OH

Rev. Fred W. Behrmann 
Coppell, TX

Dr. Robert D. Benne 
Salem, VA

Mr. Michael D. Bennett 
Lake Forest, IL

Mr. Paul M. Bergford 
Escondido, CA

Mr. Arthur O. Birkenstock 
Telford, PA

Rev. Bernhard A. Bischoff 
Erie, PA

Mrs. H. H. Biser 
Orangeburg, SC

Rev. L. Alex Black 
Fairmont, WV

Rev. Ralph E. Blair 
Jr, Greenville, PA

Dr. Donald Bloesch 
Dubuque, IA

Rev. Richard W. Borchers 
Wauwatosa, WI

Dr. & Mrs. Raymond M. Bost 
Hickory, NC

Rev. Paul & Phyllis Breddin 
Bode, IA

Mr. Carl W. Bretscher 
St. Louis, MO

Rev. Thomas Brooks, Em., 
Forsyth, MO

Captain Raymond J. Brown 
Londonderry, NH

Mrs. Virginia Buchfinck 
Baker, OR

Ellen M. Buerklin 
Wayne, PA

Rev. Janice A. Campbell 
Rockdale, TX

Rev. John N. Campbell 
Austin, TX

Rev. John R. Chandler 
Amarillo, TX

Christ Ev. Lutheran Church 
York, PA

Rev. Larry Christenson 
Northfield, MN

Rev. Gerald & Anne Christopherson 
Sioux Falls, SD

Rev. James A. Clark 
Dunwoody, GA

Rev. Ted A. Conter 
Anchorage, AK

Rev. Paul M. Cornell 
Lansdale, PA

Dr. Wayne R. Cowell 
Downers Grove, IL

Dr. Steven Crane 
Ilion, NY

L. E. Crowner 
Bell, CA

Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Davis 
Ephraim, WI

Michael & Jane Debusk 
Bristol, TN

Ch. (Col., Ret.) T. R. Decker 
Signal Hill, CA

Rev. Christopher Degreen 
Birmingham, AL

Rev. Dr. Gilbert E. Doan 
Ardmore, PA

Rev. Michael Dorner 
St. Paul, MN

Rev. Robert M. Duchow 
Westerlo, NY

Rev. Ralph E. Eckard 
Hickory, NC

Rev. H. Charles Eckert 
Mason, TX

Rev. Harry A. Eklund 
Isanti, MN

Rev. Ronald T. Englund 
Falmouth, MA

Viola K. Enos 
St. Petersburg, FL

Rev. Kenneth Ensminger 
Harleysville, PA

Rev. William Fensterer 
New York, NY

Rev. Calvin C. Fick 
Allison, IA

Rev. Ronald W. Fink 
Cherryville, NC

Mr. C. W. Fischer, Jr. 
Ventnor, NJ

Rev. George H. Fischer, Ret., 
Lometa, TX

Rev. Carl M. Fisher 
Charlotte, NC

Rev. Orning B. Fjelstad 
Kingston, ID

Rev. Fred S. Foerster 
Emmaus, PA

Mr. Charles Ford 
St. Louis, MO

Rev. Martin M. Ford 
Sierra Vista, AZ

Rev. Richard G. Frazier 
Ft Wayne, IN

Rev. Kenneth L. Frerking 
Columbia, MO

Revs. Carol & Gregory Fryer 
New York, NY

Dr. Vercel Fugelstad 
Minneapolis, MN

Mr. John W. Gaffney 
Youngwood, PA

Mr. Vince Gambone 
Phoenixville, PA

Mr. C. Robert Ganskopp 
Mt Laurel, NJ

Rev. Peter & Joanne Garrison 
Burlingame, CA

Mr. B. Michael Gibson 
Blythewood, SC

Rev. & Mrs. Calder A. Gibson II 
League City, TX

Rev. Larry Glaeske 
Burstall, Canada

Rev. Allen K. Griep 
Tonawanda, NY

Rev. Fred Grimm 
Jefferson, OH

Rev. N. Amanda Grimmer 
Hatboro, PA

Rev. Theodore B. Gulhaugen 
Merrill, WI

Dr. Loel Haak 
Hillsboro, OR

Rev. David J. Habermas 
Northfield, MN

Rev. Raymond Hagberg 
Spencer, NE

Rev. Michael C. Hagebusch 
Catonsville, MD

Rev. Walter Hamester 
Libertyville, IL

Rev. William R. Hampton 
Alta Loma, CA

Rev. John & Lorna Hannah 
Bronx, NY

Mr. Henry C. Hanssen 
Dickinson, ND

Mr. John S. Harding 
Ithaca, NY

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Harm 
Whiting, NJ

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph W. Harris 
Pompton Plains, NJ

Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell 
Bronxville, NY

Mr. Harry W. Harvey 
Philadelphia, PA

Ms. Margaret Anne Hayes 
Ludington, MI

Rev. Walter G. Hed 
Cambridge, MN

Lee S Heffner 
Hamburg, PA

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Helling 
Seattle, WA

Bp. Carol S. Hendrix 
Dillsburg, PA

Rev. Tyler Hepner 
Brookings, SD

Rev. Donald F. Hesterman 
Cleveland, OH

Rev. Dr. Paul R. & Ellen Hinlicky 
Catawba, VA

Rev. Harold R. Hoeferkamp 
Gulf Shores, AL

Rev. Dr. Daniel E. Hoffman 
Sts, Williamsville, NY

Holy Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church 
Abington, PA

Rev. Peter S. Hoyer 
Bradley Beach, NJ

Rev. John George Huber 
La Jolla, CA

Ruth L. Huysman 
Medford, NJ

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Delhi, NY

Rev. Harlow M. Jacobson 
Oregon City, OR

Rev. James N. Jerge 
Fayetteville, NY

Rev. Harvey M. Johnson 
Manassas, VA

Mr. Jeffrey Jones 
Madison, WI

Rev. Rodney Juell 
Joliet, IL

Rev. William Jurgens 
Beatrice, NE

Paul & Sue Kachelmeyer 
Sussex, WI

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Kaufmann 
Lewisburg, PA

Nancy Kaul 
Hattiesburg, MS

Mr. David M. Keck 
Johnstown, OH

Ms. Pauline A. Keehn 
Woodland, CA

Rev. Frederick G. Keller 
Franklin, PA

Mrs. Linda Kempke 
Rocky River, OH

Rev. Herbert Kern 
East Meadow, NY

Rev. Albert W. Keyser 
St. Petersburg, FL

Rev. Ray F. Kibler III 
Claremont, CA

Rev. Perry J. Kirschbaum 
Merrick, NY

Mr. Walter Kittel 
Fort Myers, FL

Rev. Mark Knappe 
Menomonee Falls, WI

Mr. Fred Koenig 
Mt Pleasant, MI

Ms. Judith A. Koucky 
Alexandria, VA

Rev. Walter John Kovac 
North Ridgeville, OH

Rev. Norman C. Krapf 
Easton, PA

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Thomas D. Kraus 
Mechanicsburg, PA

Rev. Paul C. Kreyling 
Bel Air, MD

Rev. Luther H. Kriefall 
New York, NY

Rev. Ted & Shirley Kriefall 
Olympia, WA

The ALPB thanks its 2008 Donors!



Lutheran Forum 61

The Rev. Arne Kristo 
Norfolk, VA

Rev. Robert Kuppler 
Basking Ridge, NJ

Rev. Bernhard F. Kurzweg 
Tallahassee, FL

Rev. Barry L. Laird 
Forest Hill, MD

Rev. Linda Larson 
Edison, NJ

Rev. George C. Leedom Jr, 
Williamstown, NJ

Rev. Wayne J. Lehrer 
Falls Church, VA

Benjamin W. Lei 
Wayne, PA

George A. Lindbeck 
Newark, VT

Rev. Lloyd H. Linder 
Fremont, OH

Mr. Charles K. Lindquist 
Novi, MI

The Rev. Dean E. Lindquist 
Eureka, CA

Rev. Keith W. Loesch 
Woodbridge, VA

Dr. David W. Lotz 
Naples, FL

Marilyn Lowther 
Universal City, TX

Rev. C. Peter Maisenbach 
Spencer, IA

Rev. Paul T. Manrodt 
Wernersville, PA

Rev. Eric A. Mathsen 
White Plains, NY

Mrs. Marjorie S. McDaniel 
Hickory, NC

Rev. Robert & Linda McGurn 
Granby, CT

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Mertens 
Muncie, IN

Mr. Roland W. Meyer 
Paxton, IL

Rev. William J. & Marie Meyer 
Bethel, CT

Alexandria Miller 
Reading, PA

Rev. & Mrs. Robert S. Miller 
Oviedo, FL

Judith A. Millikan 
Edmonds, WA

Dr. John Mittermaier 
Ashville, OH

Peggy Moran 
Sinking Spring, PA

Dr. Karl E. Moyer 
Lancaster, PA

Dr. George R. Muenich 
Brooklyn Hghts, NY

Rev. Gerald L. Myers 
Hooversville, PA

Mr. Richard Nehring 
Colorado Springs, CO

Rev. John F. Nelson 
Woodbury, MN

Rev. Kenneth J. Nelson 
Minot, ND

James Nuechterlein 
Valparaiso, IN

Mr. Warren H. Olson 
Fridley, MN

Rev. Richard A. Olson 
Gardner, MA

Rev. Robert A. Onkka 
Rochester, MN

Rev. Orval M. Oswald 
Newberg, OR

Rev. Howard W. Palm 
Pleasant Hill, TN

Mr. Roger M. Patches 
Mount Wolf, PA

Mr. Vincent Pate 
Richmond, VA

Rev. M. Henry Pawluk 
Hamden, CT

Rev. James F. Peters 
Racine, WI

Rev. & Mrs. Gilbert H. Pingel 
Chattanooga, TN

The Rev. Dr. David G. Poedel 
Phoenix, AZ

Rev. Robert Paul Porisch 
Saint Ansgar, IA

Mrs. Elsie Quitmeyer 
Rochester Hills, MI

Hans & Siri Quitmeyer 
Edina, MN

Rev. Vernon Rabel 
Weimar, TX

Deacon Robert Raines 

Deer Park, NY

Mr. Robert Rasmussen 
Yonkers, NY

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. W. E. Rauch 
Lutz, FL

Rev. Edwin K. Rehrauer 
Sunbury, PA

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. R. P. F. Ressmeyer 
Oviedo, FL

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Rickers 
Lancaster, PA

Kathy Rihani 
Hickory, NC

Rev. Martin T. Ringstrom 
Lindsborg, KS

Rev. John D. Rolf 
Arvada, CO

Rev. Robert F. Rolf 
Rocky River, OH

Rev. Daniel S. Rolik 
Plymouth, MI

Mr. Hans Rothenbacher 
State College, PA

Alida M. Rottman 
Seattle, WA

Rev. Henry Roufs 
Youngtown, AZ

Rev. Walter C. Rubke 
Santa Rosa, CA

Rev. Norman V. Ryding 
Michigan City, IN

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
Farmingdale, NY

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
White Plains, NY

Rev. Dr. D. W. Sandmann 
Fort Wayne, IN

Mr. David Schack 
Omaha, NE

Ms. Ruth Schaff 
Omaha, NE

Rev. & Mrs. Wayne M. Schardt 
The Woodlands, TX

Rev. Dr. Donald E. Schedler 
Cameron Park, CA

Rev. Rod & Lois Scheer 
San Diego, CA

Mr. & Mrs. Berne A. Schepman 
Cupertino, CA

Rev. Joel T. Schmalz 
Wausau, WI

Rev. & Mrs. Karl K. Schmidt 
Macon, GA

Ch. Col. T. M. Schoewe 
Winona, MN

Rev. John Scholz 
Medford, OR

Rev. Henry R. Schriever 
New Hyde Park, NY

Rev. Theodore M. Schulz 
Dayton, VA

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Fred Schumacher 
Manchester, NJ

Rev. & Mrs. Hugo F. Schwartz 
Edmond, OK

Rev. Erma A. Seaton-Wolf 
Brandon, SD

Rev. Dr. Philip J. Secker 
Storrs, CT

Rev. Glen Segond 
Stroudsburg, PA

Mr. Herbert W. Selman 
Willow Grove, PA

Mr. Carroll Shaddock 
Houston, TX

Rev. W. Steve Shipman 
Lock Haven, PA

Rev. Charles H. Shoemaker 
Bethlehem, PA

Rev. John H. Siefken 
Birmingham, MI

Dr. Harold C. Skillrud 
Bloomington, IL

Mr. & Mrs. Kile Smith 
Philadelphia, PA

Sylvia B. Snyder 
Louisville, KY

Rev. Edwin C. Sohn 
San Leandro, CA

Rev. John K. Sorensen 
Escondido, CA

Rev. Hans Spalteholz 
Portland, OR

Ms. Elly Spangenberg 
Stormville, NY

Mr. Sterling W. Spatz 
Warrington, PA

Rev. Paull E. Spring 
State College, PA

Mr. Hans G. Springer 
Fenton, MO

Mrs. Carolyn A. Stambaugh 
Hanover, PA

Mr. Jerry Steffes 
Las Vegas, NV

Mrs. Elsie C. Strandberg 
Lebanon, NH

Miss Rosalie Streng 
Des Plaines, IL

Rev. Robert E. Stuenkel 
Boulder, CO

Mr. Charles E. Sukup 
Dougherty, IA

Rev. Richard B. Sutter 
Bellevue, OH

Rev. & Mrs. Leonard V. Sylte 
Nashville, TN

Rev. Michael Tavella 
Hatboro, PA

Rev. Andreas & Tracy Teich 
Bay City, MI

Mr. Ronald H. Thieme 
Noblesville, IN

Rev. Steven P. Tibbetts 
Peoria, IL

Mr. Donald G. Tietjen 
Los Angeles, CA

Rev. Richard H. Tietjen 
Tacoma, WA

Dr. Richard L. Trost 
Des Moines, IA

Mr. Kenneth J. Truckenbrod 
Sun City, AZ

Rev. John F. Uhle 
Rocky River, OH

Mrs. Marie C. Vail 
Shamong, NJ

Rev. Dona Van Eck 
Pittsburgh, PA

Gen. (Ret.) John W. Vessey 
Garrison, MN

Rev. Robert M. Visser 
Roseville, CA

Ms. Beth Vivant 
Northfield, MN

Rev. Charles Vogeley 
Port Washington, NY

Rev. D. W. Vriesman 
Westminster, CO

Mr. Robert E. Wagner 
Washingtonville, NY

Mr. Richard L. Wahl 
Millersville, MD

Rev. Robert D. Walters 
Clarkston, MI

Rev. Robert A. & Margaret Wendelin 
Williamsville, NY

Steven F. & Susan G. Wente 
Maywood, IL

Rev. & Mrs. Paul F. G. Wildgrube 
Schenectady, NY

Rev. Richard L. Wilkie 
Dillsboro, IN

Mr. Gary M. Williams 
Scarsdale, NY

Roger & Virginia Wilson 
St. Paul, MN

Rev. W. F. Wingard 
Myrtle Beach, SC

Rev. Cyril M. Wismar 
Falls Village, CT

Rev. Dr. Melvin E. Witt 
St. Louis, MO

Mrs. Janet Wittenberg 
Grove City, OH

Hope E. Wittrock 
Greenwich, CT

Dr. Carl F. W Wolf 
New York, NY

Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Wolf 
Churubusco, IN

Rev. Elizabeth A. Yates 
Stephens City, VA

Dr. Ronald C. Yergey 
Allentown, PA

Mrs. Helen Yetter 
Duluth, MN

Wayne M. & Jenice Yoder 
Knoxville, TN

Rev. Dale Young 
Wahpeton, ND

Rev. Ronald R. Zehnder 
Ypsilanti, MI

Barbara J. Zelenko 
Brooklyn, NY

Roberta A. Zoch 
White Plains, NY


