The Top Ten Hits of the Gospel of Mark

1. The messianic secret 

1:40-44, 3:11-12, 4:33-34, 5:35-43, 7:24, 7:36, 8:27-30, 9:30

2. Jesus and nature

1:13, 4:35-41, 5:11-13, 11:12-14, 20

3. Jesus can’t perform a miracle

6:1-6

4. The Ephphatha miracle

7:32-35

5. The walking-trees miracle

8:22-25

6. Jesus loves children

9:35-37, 10:13-16

7. The ransom for many

10:45

8. The Little Apocalypse

13:5-37

9. The naked man

14:51-52

10. The Cry of Dereliction

15:33-34

Top Ten Hits of the Gospel of Matthew

1. The slaughter of the innocents, 2:16-18

2. The Sermon on the Mount, 5:1-7:29

including: the Beatitudes, salt and light, the fulfillment of the law, the reinterpretation of the commandments, turn the other cheek, love your enemy, public piety, the Lord’s Prayer, consider the lilies, no one can serve two masters, pearls before swine, ask seek & knock, the narrow gate, the house on sand and rock

3. The call of Matthew, 9:9-13

4. The Parable of the Weeds and the Wheat, 13:24-30

5. Resolving conflict and the word “church,” 18:15-20

6. The Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard, 20:1-16

7. The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids, 25:1-13

8. Communion is for the forgiveness of sins, 26:26-29

9. The crucifixion and its consequences, 27:45-54

10.  The Great Commission, 28:16-20

Top Ten Hits of the Gospel of Luke

1. A reason for writing, 1:1-4

2. The boy Jesus, 2:41-52

3. Genealogy that goes backwards to God, 3:23-38

4. Woe-itudes along with Beatitudes, 6:24-26

5. Parable of the Good Samaritan, 10:25-37

6. The “lost” parables, ch. 15

7. Money money money: Lazarus and Zaccheus, 16:19-31 and 19:1-10

8. Stories about women, from Elizabeth and Mary (chs. 1-2) to “the women,” 8:1-3

9. The road to Emmaus resurrection story, 24:13-35

10. The Ascension, 24:44-53

Top Ten Hits of the Gospel of John

1. You must be born again! 3:1-16

2. The Samaritan woman, 4:7-30

3. “I am” sayings: 4:25-26; 6:35, 48, 51; 8:12, 23-24, 28, 56-58; 10:9, 11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1; 18:4-6

4. Man blind from birth, ch. 9

5. Raising of Lazarus, ch. 11

6. Washing the disciples’ feet, 13:1-15

7. The New Commandment, 13:31-35

8. The confrontation with Pilate, 18:33-19:16

9. Doubting Thomas, 20:24-29

10.  Author’s remarks, 20:30-31 and 21:24-25

